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revealing distant cities
for Chamber Orchestra

alto flute
oboe
bass clarinet
bassoon
horn
trumpet
trombone
1 or 2 percussion
violin 1
violin 2
viola
cello
bass

Notes to the Performers:
• The barlines given indicate beats and are marked accordingly with the beat-numbers in 

triangles.  Each beat lasts approximately 6-7 seconds.  Solid lines indicate the measure, each of 
which is marked with a rehearsal letter.

• Individual parts have different and varying numbers of  quarter-notes filling up each beat (the 
space between barlines), though it is most typically close to five.

• Each part is played quite freely within the dotted lines (within the beat), with the beats 
functioning to keep the parts relatively aligned.  The rhythms should be taken as a proportional 
notation, with the specifics of the notation aiding such a reading.

• Sometimes you are marked as playing with another part. This indicates that you should 
coordinate together rhythmically in a chamber-music fashion.  The conductor need not assist 
in these coordinations.

• Accidentals carry through to the next dotted line.

• The balance of instruments should be relatively equal to one another, as is possible.
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Program Note:

“These words and actions were perhaps only imagined, as the two, silent and 

motionless, watched the smoke rise slowly from their pipes.  The cloud dissolved at 

times in a  wisp of wind, or else remained suspended in mid-air; and the answer was 

in that cloud.  As the puff carried the smoke away, Marco thought of the mists that 

cloud the expanse of the sea and the mountain ranges and, when dispelled, leave 

the air dry and diaphanous, revealing distant cities.  It was beyond that screen of 

fickle humors that his gaze wished to arrive: the form of things can be discerned 

better at a distance.

Italo Calvino, trans. William Weaver.     Invisible Cities (Harcourt, pgs.98-99)Peru
sal
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