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The Winter Wood
This work was composed while in residence at Copland House, Cortlandt Manor, New York, 
as a resident of the Copland House Residency Award.

I. The clear light of winter morning
II. The coming cold
III. An eddy of dry leaves
IV. The long shadows of eventide
V. By the warmth of its mother
VI. Illumination of the falling snow
VII. In crisp walking
VIII. The funeral procession
IX. Eulogy under a dull white sky
X. Ice crystals on the verge of melting
XI.Flickering stars against the winter night

Notes to the Performer:
• The movements may be done individually or in smaller sets of the performers choice.
• The pitches in Eventide Shadows are based on a set of  “shadows” shown below
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The Winter Wood
The long shadows of eventide

Peter Gilbert

©2014

Program Note:

I wrote The Winter Wood at the piano in Aaron Copland’s old living room looking 
out on bare branches, fallen leaves, snow descending against the house’s stony 
face, and the beautiful sunsets of upstate New York.  It is not a meant as an homage 
to Copland’s music but I suspect that my admiration for his work is present within 
these impressions of the images that poured in through those large picture 
windows—brief postcards to all those sensations—which I used to inspire music 
with no greater purpose than the enjoyment of the keyboard.  

Duration: 13 min.
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III. An eddy of dry leaves 
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